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“Drowning Statistics on the basis of press cuttings”

Mr Ludger Schulte-Hülsmann, Secretary General of the German Lifesaving Society (DLRG)
The DLRG has been collecting data on cases of drowning in Germany since the year 2000. The collection is based on press clippings. The clippings are identified on the basis of specified keywords by a large clipping agency with partners in Europe and the world.

Every week, the DLRG receives the original documents for further processing. This data collection and evaluation is carried out on an ongoing basis by the DLRG’s own staff within the Federal Centre of the lifesaving organisation. This makes it possible to obtain evaluation results during the year as well (e.g. after the end of the bathing season or in the autumn).

The data obtained by evaluating the press clippings are complemented by:

· an ongoing Internet research for various keywords,

· inquiries at more than 2,200 local DLRG clubs in Germany,

· additional telephone inquiries relating to individual cases, e.g. when the press reports are not clear.

The data evaluation comprises the inspection and checking of the press documents. In most cases, the data collection procedure enables an exact classification of fatal water accidents and their circumstances.

Afterwards, the initial material is summarised according to different basic parameters. These are:

1. Sex
2. Age (in 5-year ranges)
3. Date of the accident
4. Place of the accident (types of water, i.e. lake, sea, pool, etc.)

5. Assignment to regions / Federal States
6. Deaths by drowning per 100,000 inhabitants
In addition to these basic parameters, the initial material is examined in detail for other criteria as well, for example:

· Drowning in rivers and streams (Rhine, Elbe, Oder, etc.);

· Drowning in private and public swimming-pools;

· Drowning during different activities (swimming, surfing, sailing, diving, etc.).

Thus, the evaluation and presentation of the results in the standard categories is carried out to a large extent on the basis of the IDB (injury data base) code as well.

Fatal accidents are reflected in media reports to a particularly great extent. Therefore, press clippings generated from such reports offer an abundance of information about causes and circumstances of deaths by drowning as well as background information about the people concerned. The state survey systems do either not collect any comparable information at all or only to a small extent.

The evaluation system is flexible and enables (including short-term) modifications, corrections and additions within the categories. Example: identification of additional, current risk factors, such as floods.

The general objective of the data analysis is to gain knowledge about what preventive measures must be taken and where they must be taken in order to significantly reduce the number of fatal water accidents in the future.

Learning Objectives

1.  to find alternative instruments to collect qualified data on national drowning either than those of a national statistics office 
2.  to know how press cuttings work and to evaluate the recent information which systematic national press cuttings of reports on accidents provide
3. to learn which serious and useful results of a national press cutting data collection on drowning presents a lifesaving organisation for strategic decisions’ and activities.
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Born on December 30 1956 in Warendorf/Westfalia- Germany, (married), since 1989 Chief Executive Officer respective Secretary General of the German Lifesaving Society (DLRG). He is responsible for the headquarters of the world’s largest lifesaving federation in the city of Bad Nenndorf - Germany.

The school exam in Warendorf was followed by a study at the Westfälischen-Wilhelms-University in Münster, finished with a state exam as secondary and high school teacher for history and physical education.

Starting the professional career he changed into organizations management. His first step from 1987 on was the responsibility for the Technical (Education, Rescue Service and Sport) and Medical Department (First Aid, emergency and diving medicine) in the DLRG headquarters.

From 1989 on the national Board of DLRG appointed him first as the Chief Executive Officer and then from 2001 on up to today as the Secretary General and permanent Board member of the society.

His main tasks are to be in charge of the federation’s bodies and committees, the development of all important political topics, the coordination of the different departments of the federation and the important projects. Together with other Board members he is representing DLRG in the international umbrella federations, the International Lifesaving Federation (ILS) and ILS-Europe and acting as their elected auditor.
He also is representing DLRG (in addition to President und Vice Presidents) in its contacts to the government and national and international authorities, the national umbrella federations German Olympic Sports Federation (DOSB) und German Welfare Federation (DPWV) and further national bodies. Further on he takes care of the membership of DLRG in the German Donation Council (Deutscher Spendenrat) where he also is elected as head of the court of arbitration and in the Group of General Secretaries of the member federations of DOSB (as member of its Board).

