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Background

A was app by the gton State Office of Financial
Management to review drowning deaths at Washington State Parks.

The Review Committee Membership Included:
= Injury praventon speciakists
= Water safety officials
= Former administrators in State and King County Parks
Procass included
*+ Interviews with State Parks administrators, park rangers, and manne patrol
* Review of State Parks forms and newspapar clippings to find drowning
daaths
+ Raview State Parks fraining manuals and minutes
Meamnaods

We compared the review's findings about State Parks with data from City of
Seattle Parks for the years 2000-2003

Mission Statements
Seattle City Parks

“Seattle Parks and Recreation will work with all citizens to be 4
good stewards of our environment, and to provide safe and - "
walcoming opportunities to play, leam, contempiate and builkd %
Community * et

Washington State Parks

“The Washinglon State Parks and Recreation Commission
aCquires, operales, enhances and protects a diverse system of
recreatonal, cultural, historical and natural sites. The
Commession fosters outdoor recraation and sducation statewide
o provide enjoyment and ennchment for all and 8 valued legacy
o future generations *

Rescues and Drowning Deaths ol & e |
| Number of Rescues by Llguards 195 Polspass .

Contact: Dr. Linda Quan (linda quan@seattiechildrens.org)

A Tale of Two Parks Agencies 2000-2003

Linda Quan, MD, University of Washington School of Medicine
Elizabeth Bennett, MPH, CHES, Children’s Hospital & Regional Medical Center

Anthony Gomez, RS, Department of Health Seattle/King County

Seattle . Wash, State
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. Number of Lieguarded BeachParks ~ © 9 1 0 -
i Average Number of Lifeguards/Beach 85 : 0

_Number of Visitors

| 5414 | 178622787 |

Water Activities Offered

 Centralize collection/analysis of drowning/accident data _: NatAw
| Evaluate boating drowning/accident surveillance data ¢ Not App
{  Pubiish boating drowning/accident data

'Use of Drowning Surveillance Data
Centrallzed collection and anaﬁyals .

D|stnbutad |n |nternal pubucahons and annual reporls

. dentficaton of key il fo rainng and reatment [ Yes | No |

UW Medicine

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

Collaboration with Other Agencies

Seattle City Parks
* Washington State Drowning Preventicn Network
- Seattie King County Drowning Prevention Coalition
« S11/EMS
= Harbor Patrol
« Seattie Children's Hospital
+ Public Health Seattie & King County

Washington State Parks
+ Washington State Drowning Prevention Network
+ Seattle King County Drowning Prevention Coalition
= Marine Patrol
= Saattle Children’s Hospital
= Safe Kids
* Dive rescue

The Review Committee’s Recommendations
for Washington State Parks

- Develop a culture of drowning prevention aimed at non-
boaters

- Establish a risk management program

- Train park rangers

- Conduct and analyze drowning survaillance
+ Reinstate life guards at high use park sites
+ Install more lifejacket loan programs
+ Expand education programs aimed at diverse cultures
+ Collaborate with other agencies involved with drowning
prevention and rescue

The Role of Government in Drowning
Prevention at Public Parks
+ Policy making:

Reg life jacket
- Close unsafe bodies of water

and use in certain settings

+ Funding
- Support safety and prevention oversight and programs
- Support Enviror | beach dards and oversight

programs
= Support Lifeguards/Marine Patrol
= Education / Safety / Skills training
= Address the needs of diverse populations
* Provide information and skill building such as swim lessons
or boating safety



