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Abstract

	


“Electronic Media and teaching software as instruments of modern education in lifesaving”

Dr. Dirk Bissinger, Member of ILS Board, Secretary General ILS Europe, 
Member of DLRG Board, Germany

Computers are an integral part of life and education in the 21st century. The use of electronic devices like computers have enhanced education dramatically – the new word ‘edutainment’ and ‘computer based training’ are just indicators of this very young field of computer and educational sciences. The author will investigate how the use of electronic media, software and internet may enhance education within lifesaving and how these techniques may be introduced and combined with traditional teaching tools and possibilities. From an international perspective, examples for the implementation of electronic media into lifesaving education will be provided.

Additionally the possibilities and experiences from development aid work throughout Europe will be evaluated in order to explain how new media may enhance work within development aid nations to build up self sustaining life saving federations. 
Learning Objectives

1.  Possibilities of new ways of working with computer based education and training within lifesaving.
2. Enhancement of existing systems based an a transnational comparison: Best practice and models
3. Requirements and road blocks during implementation.
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Born in 1969 in Wiesbaden, Germany. After 13 years school and military service in the German navy, Dirk Bissinger studied chemistry at the University of Mainz and graduated in nuclear and analytical chemistry in 1998. Since 1999 he is employed in Frankfurt in a pharmaceutical company named Sanofi-Aventis (former Höchst AG) and holds actually the position of a Quality Assurance Manager. 
He became a young Lifesaver in 1974, since this time he joins water rescue service and education in local, subnational and national level. Since 1998 he is a member of the board of DLRG as vice Director of Education, since 2001 he became additionally the Secretary General of the European branch of the International Life Saving Federation. 

