	Abstract

Template


	


ORAL ABSTRACT
Congress Theme:  Research in lifesaving – developing the plan
Water Safety Education Methods and Statistics of the Ocean City, Maryland Beach Patrol

Mark W. Muller†, Captain Butch Arbin, Lieutenant Wes Smith, Sergeant Rick Cawthern, and Sergeant Ed Fisher
Ocean City Beach Patrol, Ocean City, Maryland USA
Context:  The Ocean City Beach Patrol (OCBP) is a division of the Department of Recreation and Parks in Ocean City, Maryland USA.  The OCBP consists of over 200 men and women dedicated to maintaining a safe and orderly environment to visitors and residents along the 9 miles (14.5 kilometers) of Ocean City’s coastline.  We observed the effects of public education efforts on the incidence of surf rescue interventions and other water related incidents.     

Methods:  Educational methods described include scheduled and impromptu beach safety seminars, the Junior Beach Patrol program, press coverage, tourist publications, public service announcements, and educational outreach, e.g. camps, civic organizations, conferences, schools, and special events.  The presented statistical data were collected weekly from OCBP Surf Rescue Technicians and includes total numbers of educational efforts, preventative measures, interventions, first aid responses, and Emergency Medical Service requests. 

Results: The statistical correlations that will be presented will indicate the effectiveness of the OCBP’s beach safety education methods and the importance of continued beach safety education efforts.

Discussion/Implications:  With Ocean City’s weekly population exceeding 345,000 during the summer months, the data suggest that educating the public on beach and water hazards is an important form of preventative lifesaving.  These methods are vital to the prevention of beach and water related accidents.  Similar lifesaving agencies may possibly reduce beach and water related accidents by utilizing these educational methods. 

Learning Outcomes

1.  Water safety methods of the Ocean City, Maryland Beach Patrol
2.  Statistical correlations between educational efforts and water related incidents
3.  The importance and effectiveness of continued beach and water safety education
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