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The Angel Ring Project is a mission undertaken by the volunteers of the Australian National Sportfishing Associations NSW Branch (ANSA NSW) and has so far saved 23 documented lives in NSW. ANSA NSW has successfully installed 79 assemblies to date. Having been provided with the initial funding back in 1994, the process of installing the angel rings began. Up until 2000, when ANSA NSW won the NSW Sports Safety Award at the NSW Sporting Injuries Insurance Presentation, no funding was available. The $5,000 prize allowed us to purchase spare assemblies and spare life buoys, which allowed us to replace existing angel rings. After successfully applying for funding from the NSW Recreational Fishing Licence Trust Fund in 2002, ANSA NSW has secured additional funding of $120K from both State and Federal grant programs. The Westpac Rescue Helicopter Service, Water Police and the Surf Life Saving Association continue to support the project, with the most recent lives saved being attributed to an angel ring being available to keep the person afloat until the rescue services arrived. ANSA NSW is currently working with the NSW Police Force to trial the effectiveness of the rings within the rescue services equipment. 

Some facts about the program,

The number of life rings installed by ANSA NSW clubs since 1994 is 79. The first documented life saved was on the 4th October 1995 at Bass Point.  

Some of the recent confirmed lives saved;
· Royal National Park Sydney - 9/4/03. Fisherman found clinging to angel ring 100m offshore after being washed in. Ring thrown to him by other anglers. Rescued by WESTPAC Helicopter

· Kiama NSW- 12/1/04 25 year old fishernam found clinging to angel ring 100m offshore after being washed in. Ring thrown to him by other anglers. Rescued by WESTPAC Helicopter

· Catherine Hill Bay NSW- 13/1/04  16 year old girl washed in off rocks and stays afloat for 40 minutes whilst being coaxed to calmer waters being safely pulled ashore

· Botany Bay Nationa; Park Sydney- 23/3/04 Fishernam found clinging to angel ring 500m offshore after being washed in. Ring thrown to him by other anglers. Rescued by passing boat. 

· Catherine Hill Bay NSW - 19/9/04 56 year old German Tourist washed in off rocks and stays afloat whilst being coaxed to calmer waters by local angler  before being safely pulled ashore

· Little Bay NSW- 20/3/05 Local Jet Ski patrol rescues swimmer washed out to sea after staying afloat for 40 minutes in rough seas.
· Botany Bay National Park Sydney- 17/3/06 Fisherman found clinging to angel ring after being washed in. Ring thrown to him by other anglers. Rescued by passing boat .Local anglers coordinated rescue with Police
Learning outcomes

1. Added rockfishing awareness within the community via media outlets.
2. Angler awareness at rockfishing locations where Angel Rings are installed.
3. Targeted non-English speaking communities to raise awareness and existence of Angel Rings
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