Purpose

There is a highly significant confusion worldwide on how to inform the beachgoer’s of the water conditions in relation to rip currents through flags or symbols.

Some agencies adopted color flags while others chose symbols or just signs with words.  

The study demonstrates how flags are causing misinterpretation (ex: some agencies use green flags to inform the public that the water is calm without any rip currents, while others prefer white flags).  Some use red flags to warn the patrons about rip currents, while others use them to alert the public that the beach or part of the beach is closed for swimming (ex: water contamination, unwelcome marine life or absence of a lifeguard).  Thus instead of red, they use yellow flags to warn about rip currents.  Some agencies make it more complex with the use of five different color flags: green, yellow, blue, red and black.

The study focuses on alerting the governmental agencies, beach hotels, beach resorts and private beaches that they must adopt a universal standardization for flags to be used in a clear, define way to warn beachgoer’s on a global aspect. 

Method

Data of different types of flags, symbols and messages were collected from eight guarded beaches in the state of Florida, USA and from Rio de Janeiro beach, Brazil from June 1st to September 1st, 2001.

An interview with beachgoer’s has been conducted to support the study.


Results

Preliminary analysis indicated that the various types of warning flags have created a great amount of confusion especially among the non-local beachgoer’s.

Conclusion

While the colors of the traffic lights, aircraft and nautical symbols are standard worldwide the flags to warn beachgoer’s of phenomenon rip currents which can be life threatening and cause deaths are not.

Government agencies, private beaches, hotel resorts are still choosing what they believe to be the best way to inform their patrons.

Warning flags should not have words like “rip currents” because it’s only beneficial to those that dominate the language.

A recommendation for a global standardization of green, yellow and red flags will be made and presented simultaneously with clear, defined symbols
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